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Designed for growth: TU’s updated master plan
By Hannah Beers
Co-News Editor

Taylor’s current long range campus
master plan has seen a lot of phases.
But now that the Board of Trustees
approved the plan this June, students
will begin to see some changes.
The campus master plan contains
lists and diagrams of future constructions on campus, usually projecting
about 30 years into the future.
As new buildings or improvements
are suggested, the plan serves as a
standard to keep the campus moving
toward its goals.
The current plan has been in development since 2003, but underwent
changes in part due to the arrival of
President Eugene Habecker in August
of 2005.
“With a new president, you get a new
set of eyes, a new set of ideas, and you
revisit it,” said Vice President of Business and Finance Ron Sutherland.
“I think all of us are pretty excited
about this,” Habecker said. “It’s the
ﬁrst new campus master plan we’ve
had for over 25 years, so it really sets
the chart for the future.”
The plan outlines ﬁve major developments as high priorities: a new science building, a chapel auditorium, a
student center, an academic building
and athletic ﬁelds.
Which projects receive priority will

What’s What
Kesler Center
1 Raquetball addition
2 Classroom addition
3 Aquatic Exercise addition
4 Odle Gymnasium addition
5 Football locker room/ training

center
6 Gerig addition
7 Academic research building
8 Library addition
9 Alumni welcome center/
Reade addition
10 Helena Hall Addition
11 Rediger Addition
12 New Housing

1 Student Life Center addition
2 New Chapel
3 Student Learning Center
4 New Academic Building

Graphic from Campus Master Plan

Continued on page 2

Global Council brings perspective Reconciliation caucus:
something to talk about
By Stephanie Leis
Contributor

Every year, Missy Chambless, Director of American Ethnic Student
Programs (AESP), takes a group of
students to the annual National Christian Multicultural Student Leadership
Conference (NCMSLC).
But this year, NCMSLC is holding
their conference in Pennsylvania for
$200 per student. The registration
price does not allow Taylor to send
students to the conference, even with
the sponsorship of faculty or departments.
AESP then decided to hold its own
conference at Taylor dealing with multiculturalism.
“We didn’t want our students to
miss out on the opportunity to engage
in the ideas and concepts and issues
that are talked about at a conference
Photo by Timmy Huynh

John Amalraj (left) speaks with Wellington Chiu (right) as President Eugene Habecker (middle right) talks with
Joshua Hong (middle left) before dinner with the Council for Global Engagement and Leadership on Thursday night.

By Benita Lee

Co-News Editor
This year the Council for Global Engagement and Leadership is convening at Taylor. The annual event has
brought the council to Taylor every
alternate year since 2006.
Chris Bennett, dean of international
programs and associate provost, said
that the council guides the development of Taylor’s future programs for
global engagement. It also gives “advice on trends around the world in
Christianity and leadership needs.”
“It’s two-fold,” said Provost Steve
Bedi. “To have them council us, and
then for us to gain a great deal of understanding about the global issues
and challenges, and the way God is
working in their countries … we want
to bring the world to our university.”
One council member, Trevor Morrow, is a pastor of the Lucan Presbyterian Church in South Ireland.
“(The council will) encourage students at Taylor University to have a
cultural awareness that’s outside the
narrow conﬁnes of North American

News

evangelicals, so that they’re able to
experience the world context in which
we’re called to worship and minister,”
Morrow said.
Council member Joshua Hong, the
pastor of Yoido Full Gospel Church in
Seoul, South Korea, said that the meeting is important in “putting perspectives of council members together, and
envisioning the future of Taylor.”
Members will receive an institutional update from the president and
the provost, deliver their own ministry
updates and perspectives, and discuss
recommendations on advancing global
engagement initiatives.
Council member Taylor alumnus
Wellington Chiu (‘74) said that having
the council on campus allows them to
experience what Taylor is all about.
“It’s a chance for us to extend the
ministry, and also a chance for us to
expose not only our students but ...
faculty and staff to the fact that the
body of Christ is very diverse,” Chiu
said. “It’s exciting to see how the Lord
is working.”
The council will be guest speakers in
numerous classes on Friday, lecturing

on topics from their ﬁeld of expertise.
Students can also look forward to an
opportunity to interact with the council in an open discussion from 1 to 3
p.m. Friday at the student union.
Laura McGrath, TSO vice president
for Global Engagement, said that the
interaction is a “great opportunity to
learn about leadership and about what
God is doing in his world through his
people.”
“(They) have a huge amount of insight and experience to share with students,” McGrath said. “I feel incredibly
fortunate to have this interaction.”
Morrow hopes that the discussions
will allow students to “glean insights
they’ve never had before.” He said that
there is value for Taylor to “draw upon
the resources of a larger Christian
community around the globe.”
Bennett wants students to have more
involvement with the council members
in the future.
“One of our strategies for the next
term is to use them more at Taylor …
these people are rich resources for us,”
Bennett said.

like NCMSLC,” Chambless said.
The keynote speaker for the conference is Dr. Kenneth Young from Northwestern University. Young will present
a Biblical foundation for reconciliation: that a believer should reconcile
themselves to others because God has
reconciled himself to us.
Junior Mark Alhajj and Brent Maher, a second year student in the Master of Arts in Higher Education graduate program at Taylor, are co-leaders
for one of the workshops titled “Healing Wounds and Seeking the Common
Good.”
Raised by Syrian parents and born
in the Middle East before moving to
the United States, Alhajj experienced
two different worlds between the Syrian culture and American culture.

Continued on page 2

Intramural champions

Freshman Brian Shantz runs past sophomore Kevin
Mattice in the men’s intramural flag football final
Thursday evening. First West Wengatz defeated
Third Center Wengatz 25-13 for the men’s championship, and Second West Olson beat the Off-Campus
team 27-12 for the women’s championship.
Photo by Timmy Huynh
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Master Plan

Continued from page 1
be determined by “the Lord and the
donors,” Habecker said.
“(We have) priorities that we’ve established, but the reality is, we’re waiting to watch what God does with people
and how he moves them,” Sutherland
said. “It’ll be exciting to see.”
Ofﬁcials say constructing a new science building is currently the university’s most important project.
“The (current) building ... was built
for a student body of around 1,300
to 1,500; we have 1,900,” Sutherland
said. “It’s too small to do all the things
we’re doing.”
“We’re going full steam ahead with
this,” said Physics Professor Hank
Voss. According to the plan, the university will be breaking ground for the
130,000 square foot structure next fall.
It will connected to the current Nussbaum Science Center and is estimated
to cost $40-45 million.
Upgrades for two other buildings
— the chapel auditorium and student
center — have been on Taylor’s to-do
list for over 40 years, as new buildings
were originally proposed in the 1961
master plan.
The new chapel auditorium will be
“ﬁne arts quality,” seat at least 2,400
people and take the current location of
the baseball ﬁeld. Rediger Auditorium
would still be in use for Airband and
also house smaller events.
The proposed student center would
be attached to Hodson Dining Commons, opposite Bergwall Hall. The student center will have increased eating
space and possibly house student development and even a movie theater,
Sutherland said.
The current student union will be
demolished and replaced by an academic building for the education and
business departments, freeing up
space in Reade.
Athletic ﬁelds will be moved further
west, past the soccer ﬁelds, in order to

Graphic from Campus Master Plan

New athletic fields and a recreational pool find a home west of campus in the updated master plan.

make way for the new chapel as well as
more housing.
Referring to the current baseball
and track ﬁelds, Habecker said, “The
way the campus has grown and developed, that’s key space right in the center of the campus.”
Sutherland said there are currently
no plans for the recently purchased
668 acres west of campus, but it will
probably be addressed next year.
“That’ll be another step ... In the
meantime, people are thinking and
dreaming, but we’re not going to
get into a formal planning process,”
Sutherland said.
Also included in the master plan are
more buildings similar to the University Apartments, an addition to Rediger
Auditorium to serve as a “mini student
union” for those living on the north
end of campus, a housing addition to
Gerig Hall, a recreational pool, a new
administration building connected to
Reade and a tunnel system between
the academic buildings.
Habecker is enthusiastic about the
master plan as well as the new facili-

ties.
“Some of these could go up really
quickly. We’ve had to take the time to
put together this plan, so that people
... can get excited about what we’re doing,” he said.
Excited people will be a necessity for
the plan to become reality, as the new
buildings will be funded by donations.
Construction on the top-priority projects may begin in seven to eight years,
Sutherland said.
More immediately, students will begin to see a “heightened attention to
landscaping,” Habecker said. “We’ve
put a lot of intentionality into that, and
our hope is that every year you’ll see
major improvements.”
The master plan divides campus
into ﬁve zones, each with its own design guidelines.
The Heritage Zone, made up of the
northeast corner of campus, will reﬂect
the historical architecture of Ayres,
Samuel Morris, Swallow Robin and
Helena Memorial Hall. The statues of
Samuel Morris will also be relocated to
this zone.

The Central Campus Zone will consist primarily of academic buildings,
and match the “institutional style” of
the facilities from the 70s and 80s:
Zondervan, Rediger and Hodson.
Care will be taken to enhance the
view from the main entrance. Additions to Nussbaum and Reade will be
symmetrical, framing the bell tower
and the new chapel beyond it. Canopy
or ﬂowering trees will be planted in the
lawn between the two buildings, but
space will be left for intramurals.
Landscaping will reﬂect the locations of different departments. For
example, student performances or art
exhibits could utilize the space now occupied by the Samuel Morris statues.
“They’re really taking into account
many factors of landscaping,” Voss
said. “Not just aesthetics, but space for
... outside learning experiences: more
quiet areas, interactive areas and also
relaxing areas.”
The northwestern portion of campus, around Randall Center, is the
Natural Area Zone, focused on environmental studies. The area will be

preserved with native vegetation, and
any future constructions will follow
sustainable guidelines.
The Athletic Zone, to the west of
campus, will be designed purely with
function in mind. At its center will be
a new building with concessions, restrooms and locker rooms.
Finally, the Residential Woodland
Zone encompasses all the residence
halls on the south half of campus. The
area will remain less developed, and
any additional construction on the
halls will have a colonial style.
“We’ve even looked at English and
said, ‘Could we put a pitched roof, instead of being ﬂat?’” Sutherland said.
“And if we ever replace the windows,
they should be white, to tie into Wengatz and Olson.”
Many elements of the campus master plan are designed with a larger student body in mind.
“We’re thinking in terms of maybe
2,400 students,” Habecker said.
He added that with Taylor’s growing emphasis on global engagement,
200 of those students would likely be
studying overseas.
Habecker is often asked if the increased number of students changes
the “feel” of Taylor’s community.
“The Taylor you are attending is
far larger than the Taylor I attended,”
Habecker said, a 1968 graduate. “And
yet I think the overall emphasis of the
university on relentless discovery, intentional community and global engagement is much stronger now.”
The campus master plan is not synonymous with Vision 2016, but both
plans run on “parallel tracks,” Habecker said. Vision 2016 focuses on revitalizing academic programs while the
master plan is about buildings.
“We know that as the university
grows, and as we achieve some of the
targets of Vision 2016, we’re going
to need more tools,” Habecker said.
“Buildings become tools that help us
deliver what we’re trying to deliver as
a university.”

X-games: Classic contests, competitive spirit
By Brent Clouse
Contributor

Photo by Katy Andres

Sophomore Adam Hoover goes up for a lay-up against junior Matt Wolford
on Tuesday night in the 3-on-3 basketball tournament.

Global Council

Continued from page 1
“My Middle Eastern culture has a
lot of different political and moral values than the typical evangelical white
American’s,” Alhajj said. “I had to try
and ﬁnd where my balance was and
who I was going to identify with.”
Alhajj said that when he began working through these issues, he found the
value of his identity in Christ, the Gospel and as a Christian. He learned that
following what Christ calls us to do in
the Gospel is much more than simply
believing in him – it is a way of life.
“I believe that a crucial and essential
part of that way of life is to live at peace
with those around us,” Alhajj said.
“And to ﬁnd love in our hearts towards
those people ... who do have different
beliefs than us.”
Maher, Alhajj’s mentor and former
wing mate on Second East Wengatz,
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is also very passionate about reconciliation. Last summer, both men participated in a reconciliation seminar
in Los Angeles that focused on how
Christians should respond to the Middle East conﬂict.
Alhajj and Maher will be sharing
some of the things they learned at the
conference, in particular slavery, the
biggest historical wound in our country’s history.
They also plan to provide a practical way to begin reconciliation within
ourselves as they lead a dialogue about
the racial climate on Christian college
campuses like Taylor.
Other workshop options for Saturday include a media presentation by
Director of Student Programs Steve
Austin on race and pop culture in
America. Students from Wheaton College involved in Wheaton’s Solidarity
Cabinet will be talking about voices of
reconciliation, and sharing how they

The Taylor X-Games were held this
week and will conclude this weekend
with the Tinman Triathlon and the
Boat Regatta.
Led by the Student Activities Council
(SAC), the X-Games are short, tournament-style sporting events that anyone
can join. This year’s events have been
more traditional than the alternative
games held in previous years.
According to SAC member senior
Rachel Sawyer, the games are a great
way for the student body to come together in healthy competition that involves little time commitment.
In years past, the X-Games were
popular on campus as they offered
sports not normally found in Taylor
intramurals. However, this year SAC
decided to stick with the “tried and
true” sport events they know will be
a success. The games include 3-on-3
basketball, Ultimate Frisbee, beach
volleyball, the Tinman Triathlon and
the Boat Regatta.
“This is the ﬁrst year we’ve had 3-on3 basketball as an X-Game event,” said
SAC member senior Nathan Butcher.
“We all were very impressed with the
turnout.”
promote reconciliation on their campus.
Neighboring schools such as Anderson University, Huntington University
and Wheaton College are expected to
have students attending the conference.
Taylor students can still sign up after chapel on Friday in the student development ofﬁce, located underneath
Rediger Auditorium.
The cost for Taylor students is $25,
and $50 for students from neighboring
schools.
Maher believes that the cost of the
conference is well worth the investment.
“Reconciliation is going to be a major part of our calling as Christians in
the time in which we live,” he said.
“We need to be prepared to facilitate
that process ... and to take the ﬁrst step
with initiating those who are different
than us.”

Butcher, joined by sophomore Adam
Hoover and junior Eric True, won the
championship game in Tuesday’s basketball tournament against seniors JP
Robles, Jeff Bohnhoff and junior Matt
Wolford.
“There’s nothing better than playing some basketball with the guys on
my wing,” said Hoover before stepping
onto the KSAC court.
Just because the X-Games offer
friendly low-key competition doesn’t
mean players don’t play to win. It was
apparent that every team that stepped
onto the court or ﬁeld this week had
their sights on the prize: a free TU XGames T-shirt.
“The X-Games are a great way for
students to compete in a sport if they
don’t want to join a team,” said sophomore SAC member Julie Burton.
Wednesday saw some intense Ultimate Frisbee action out on Reade Field
as three teams from Samuel Morris
Hall fought for the right to wear the XGames T-shirt.
“Sammy looks for any excuse to play
Ultimate,” said senior Kevin Crosby as
he and his team from Foundation anx-

iously waited for their match to begin.
At day’s end, Sammy II stood the
victor and claimed bragging rights.
For Thursday’s beach volleyball
tournament, the three-man team consisting of Nathan Butcher, Luke Yoder

“There’s nothinig
better than playing
some basketball
with the guys on
my wing.”
- Adam Hoover and Tom Robertson were declared the
winners.
Saturday’s boat regatta will be a rare
opportunity for students to test both
their craftsmanship and boating skills.
Teams are allowed thirty minutes to
construct a boat out of cardboard before casting off onto Taylor Lake.

WORLD

PAGE 3

O CTOBER 3, 2008

The Lord’s army: not what you’d expect
By Stephen Groves
World News Editor

Two weeks ago, 90 children in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
prepared for school and said goodbye to
their families for possibly the last time.
According to the U.N., the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), a Ugandan rebel
group, carried out attacks on several
villages, abducting 90 children. There
are documented cases of the LRA forcing children to ﬁght as child soldiers as
well as using them as sex slaves.
The abductions come amid heightened violence by the LRA after a refusal by their leader Joseph Kony to
sign a peace agreement. The Ugandan
government and representatives of the
LRA took two years to work out the
peace agreement.
Junior Rhona Murungi, a native of
Uganda, said, “The Ugandan government offered to forgive the rebels if
they surrendered. They would try to rehabilitate the rebels and help them reenter society. Most of the rebels were

abducted years ago, so they grew up as
rebels.”
Kony refused to agree to the terms
unless the International Criminal Court
lifted its warrant for his arrest. Kony is
wanted for multiple war crimes including mutilation of civilians and abduction of children.
“They have tried to end the killings,
but all the plans have backﬁred,” Murungi said. “It’s disheartening.”
According to a statement by Senator
Russ Feingold from Wisconsin, the 22year conﬂict between the LRA and the
Ugandan military has caused the displacement of 1.8 million people and the
abduction of 66,000 children. He said
it was the world’s worst neglected humanitarian crisis.
“You deﬁnitely feel the impact,” Murungi said. “I had classmates who never
knew their parents because they were
killed.”
Kony started the LRA in 1986. He
demanded that Uganda be ruled by
the Ten Commandments and started a
guerrilla war against the government.

Quote of the week
RESURRECTION
(Ode on a burning tank: the Holy Lands, October 1973)
I am a voice, the voice of spilt blood crying from the land. The life is in the blood and for
years my life ﬂowed in the veins of a young man. My voice was heard through his voice,
and my life was his life. Then our volcano erupted and for a series of numbing days all
human voices were silenced amid the roar of the heavy guns, the harsh clank of tank
tracks, the bone-jarring shudder of sonic booms, as gladiators with million-dollar swords
killed each other high in the sky. Then suddenly — suddenly there was the swish of a
rocket launcher —a dirty yellow ﬂash —all hell roared. The clanking of the great tracks
stopped, My young man staggered screaming from his inferno, his body twitched and
ﬂopped in the sand and I was spilt into the earth —into the holy earth of the Holy land.
The battle moved on. The wounded vehicles burned, Scorched, and cooled. The “meat
wagons” carried the bodies away as the chill of the desert night settled on ridge and
dune, And I stiffened and blackened in the sand. And then — and then as the timeless
silence of the now scarred desert returned, there — there congealed in the land, in the
land of prophet, priest and king —I heard a voice —a voice from deep in the land, a
voice from an ageless age, a voice from other blood once shed violently in the land.
The voice told me this ancient story; precious blood intoned this ancient tale. “A certain
man had two sons. One was rich and the other was poor. The rich son had no children
while the poor son was blessed with many sons and many daughters. In time the father
fell ill. He was sure he would not live through the week so on Saturday he called his sons
to his side and gave each of them half of the land of their inheritance. Then he died.
Before sundown the sons buried their father with respect as custom requires. That night
the rich son could not sleep. He said to himself, ‘What my father did was not just. I am
rich, my brother is poor. I have bread enough and to spare, while my brother’s children
eat one day and trust God for the next. I must move the landmark which our father has
set in the middle of the land so that my brother will have the greater share. Ah — but
he must not see me. If he sees me he will be shamed. I must arise early in the morning
before it is dawn and move the landmark!’ With this he fell asleep and his sleep was
secure and peaceful. Meanwhile, the poor brother could not sleep, As he lay restless on
his bed he said to himself, ‘What my father did was not just. Here I am surrounded by the
joy of many sons and many daughters, while my brother daily faces the shame of having
no sons to carry on his name and no daughters to comfort him in his old age. He should
have the land of our fathers.
Perhaps this will in part compensate him for his indescribable poverty. Ah — but if I give
it to him he will be shamed. I must awake early in the morning before it is dawn and
move the landmark which our father has set!’ With this he went to sleep and his sleep
was secure and peaceful. On the ﬁrst day of the week—very early in the morning, a long
time before it was day, the two brothers met at the ancient land marker. They fell with
tears into each other’s arms. And on that spot was built the city of Jerusalem.
~Kenneth E. Bailey~

He abducted children and used them as
soldiers in order to build his army.
“They have been trying to kill Kony
for the past 20 years, but he always escapes,” Murungi said. “Some people say
he is some sort of spirit.”

The conﬂict has ﬂooded into central
Africa as the LRA retreated into the
Democratic Republic of Congo, the
Central African Republic and Sudan.
“I think the only sure way to stop the
conﬂict is if Kony dies,” Murungi said.

Around The World
in 30 Seconds
Democratic Republic of Congo- Renegade Congolese General
Laurent Nkunda has declared he is
ﬁghting to liberate the entire country. Previously, he claimed to be
protecting his Tutsi tribe against
genocidal violence from Rwandan
Hutu militants.
Algeria- Heavy rains that began
Tuesday have killed 29 people in
ﬂash ﬂoods in Ghardaia, a small oasis town in the Sahara.

Photo courtesy ﬂickr/joramjojo

Joseph Kony, founder of the Lord’s Resistance Army.

The real pain of pumping
By Reid Hutchison
Contributor

Photo courtesy ﬂickr/ramparts54

On Monday Taylor welcomed Leo
Ehrhard, President of ConocoPhilips
Algeria, who came and spoke on the
critical importance of oil to our modern
economy and society.
Having worked in the oil and gas industry for 22 years, Ehrhard’s expertise
gave students and professors an inside
perspective on the energy issue and a
look into the future of the essential and
controversial industry.
A signiﬁcant portion of his presentation dealt with clearing up misconceptions about why oil products like gasoline are rising in cost.
Ehrhard said the problem begins with
the reality of increased demand for oil
and decreasing availability of the natural resource. When demand goes up for
any product, prices follow suit.
One important reason for the increased demand of oil globally is that
countries like China and India are welcoming in millions of their citizens to a
middle class lifestyle. Bike racks have
been replaced by parking lots.
According to Ehrhard, the easiest solution is to conserve oil. This means deciding to carpool, walk, or ride a bike to
work. It means taking public transpor-

tation or saving up errands for one big
trip out. It is easier to conserve oil than
to produce more of it, Ehrhard said.
Another complementary and logical
step would be to increase the supply of
oil. Although oil isn’t a renewable resource, there is still plenty that we currently are not using, and in some cases,
not even looking for.
Ehrhard said if oil companies are allowed to explore for more oil in places
like the Gulf of Mexico and Alaska, prices would drop. Where there is a proﬁt
to be made in discovering oil, he said
oil companies will be there to invest
and provide consumers with a better,
cheaper product.
Ehrhard said there are several factors
to consider before making a judgment
on the oil crisis.
He said that many Americans feel
guilty for their “love affair” with oil, but
it is oil that has given us the lifestyles
we live today. It allows lower income
people to live like “kings of old.”
While many blame the oil companies
for the price of gasoline, Ehrhard said
the price of gas at the pump is almost
entirely out of the hands of oil companies. In order to control the price, they
would have to control the oil reserves
themselves as well as their levels of output. Oil companies have control of neither. They are at the mercy of governing
bodies like OPEC.
Ehrhard said the two-fold strategy
of conserving and exploring for more
oil not only will keep prices down but
will also generate revenue and free oil
companies up to invest more time and
money into developing new energy
technologies. Rather than making the
search for oil a government expedition
(akin to the NASA Apollo missions), we
can allow the markets to do what they
do best.
Drill, drill, drill isn’t the only solution,
but neither is invent, invent, invent,
Ehrhard said. There must be a combination of drilling now while giving businesses time to invent and innovate.

MuKappa fall retreat

Photo by Ian Kee

MuKappa poses for a group picture
on their retreat last weekend.

By Stephen Groves
World News Editor

This past weekend, MuKappa held
their annual fall retreat at Pokagon

World
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State Park. The weekend included a
hoedown, skits performed by students,
a bonﬁre and guest speakers who shared
about their lives as missionaries.
Approximately 40 students attended
the event. “The purpose was to have a
weekend to hang out together and just
get away from the mayhem known as
Taylor,” senior Ian Kee said.
The weekend offered international
students, missionary kids and third
culture kids an opportunity to bond
together and help each other with the
struggles of adjusting to a new culture.
“It was a great opportunity to retreat for
a bit and relax,” Kee said.
The weekend also aimed to bond students together. “It’s easy to get busy
with things and miss out on getting to
know TCKs (Third Culture Kids) in other classes or dorms,” senior Amy Wood
said.
MuKappa scheduled the weekend to
coincide with the park’s annual hoedown. “There were hundreds of people

Somalia- The European Union is
establishing an anti-piracy force in
Somalia to thwart piracy in the area.
The move comes on the heals of pirates seizing a ship laden with 33
Russian military tanks off the coast
of Somalia. The ransom is set at $20
million.
North Korea- A U.S. envoy visited
North Korea this week in an attempt
to restore the nuclear disarmament
deal between the United States and
North Korea. North Korea recently
began restoring its nuclear facilities in protest of the United States
refusing to remove them from the
U.S. terrorism blacklist. The envoy visit coincided with meetings
between North and South Korean
ofﬁcials over military issues. It is
the ﬁrst such meeting between the
two technically-warring states since
South Korean president Lee MyangBak took ofﬁce in February.
Myanmar- Myanmar pro-democracy leader Ohn Kyaing was arrested on Wednesday. The reasons
for his arrest are unknown. He has
already served 15 years in jail for
distributing pamphlets against the
government.
India- A nuclear deal between the
United States and India was approved on Wednesday. The deal
opens up exchange of U.S. civilian
nuclear technology and fuel. In return, the United States can inspect
civilian nuclear facilities in India.
On Tuesday, a stampede of worshipers left 224 people dead at a Hindu
temple. Investigators are not sure
what caused the panic, but something caused the thousands of men
in the hill-top temple to rush down
the hill, crushing those below.
Iraq- Suicide bombers detonated
explosives near two Shia mosques
in Baghdad this week. The explosions killed at least 20 people and
injured another 54. The attacks
coincide with Ramadan, the holy
month of Islam.
Pakistan- Reports came out this
week that Pakistani Taliban leader
Baitullah Mehsud died of diabetes
or typhoid. However, a spokesman
for the Pakistani Taliban denied the
claims about his death, saying he is
alive and well. Mehsud was recently
named in Time’s 100 most inﬂuential people in the world. Newsweek
called him “more dangerous than
Osama Bin Laden.”

all square dancing in amateurish circles,” Kee said. “It was a great way to
expend some energy and not look stupid, or at least look stupid with everyone else.”
On Saturday night, the group gathered around the campﬁre to share their
experiences with one another.
“We were encouraged to tell each other stories about God’s faithfulness, and
times when we visibly saw God working
in our lives,” Wood said. “For TCKs, it’s
especially important to have a place to
share our stories.”
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Cellar:
Not a place for storing root vegetables
By Rachel Dodge

Contributor
Just over three years ago — as a young, naive and anxious incoming freshman — I was given a slip of paper which I was sure would determine
whether or not I found happiness in college. Listed on this paper was the place where I was to reside, where my community was to be formed
and where I would find relationships, conversations and traditions which I would remember for decades after. As I tore through my “Orientation Folder” I found that epic slip. Listed on it was the name: “Cellar, Room 007.”
What?!, I thought to myself. Is this a joke? According to my knowledge, cellars were used for storing root vegetables, wine and criminals; they
were not a place for a college freshman.
But as I came to learn, this place, which actually exists, is a home of many hidden secrets just waiting to be discovered. The questions that I
asked myself that summer day about my residence would soon be answered, and, as a former “Cellar Dweller,” I feel that I have the experience
and responsibility to dispel any of the myths you may have heard about this special place.
As many of you may know, English Hall has not just three, but FOUR floors, and Cellar exists on the lowest level. Cellar is on the south side
of English and takes up only one-third of the basement level. And I wouldn’t necessarily call it a basement because, contrary to popular belief
and/or rumor, there are windows in Cellar. In fact, in my former room of 007 (the coolest-numbered room in all of English, by the way … so
cool that there is no official room number plate for 007 because the plate got stolen so often) the sunrises next to Haakonsen were a beautiful
site in the mornings.
Another little known fact about Cellar: there are many benefits of living there. You have easy access to bike storage and the laundry facilities,
and move-in day does not result in your dad throwing out his back from climbing stairs with heavy boxes of “college necessities.”
Cellar is also full of traditions, the most popular one being the Waffle Cone Open House which started my freshman year. It began when a
former Cellar-ite came into the possession of a waffle cone iron. As a result, the women of Cellar now hold an open house every year where you
can enjoy hand-scooped ice cream in a freshly made waffle cone.
I have many memories of great times had in that wonderful residence, some of them a result of tornadoes. That’s right, another wonderful
quality of Cellar is that it serves as the safety location for ALL the women of English when there are tornado warnings. Great times are sure to
be had when 300 English women pack into a very small space.
But in the midst of all of these things, the greatest part of Cellar was (and is) my floor mates. They are fun, loud and sometimes crazy, but they
are my sisters because of the time and experiences that we shared there.
I encourage all of you, no, I challenge you, on the next girls’ open house night, head DOWN the stairs of English and see what Cellar is all
about. If nothing else, know that the Facebook group (of which I am a member) is true in its title. There really is “Nothin’ Better than Cellar.”

Broomball
By Junice Czarnecki

Contributor
I was fortunate to call Mary Tower English Hall home for three of my four years at Taylor. I spent the first two on First South followed by a
year on Third Center. However, I spent enough time on Third Center during my time in English to be named an honorary member even before
I moved there. As such, I was fortunate to experience broomball not once, but three times.
Broomball is, most likely, one of the longest standing, most popular English Hall pick-a-date traditions. At first, the idea of swatting a ball
with duct-taped brooms on an ice rink may strike some as foolhardy madness or it may bring back recollections of walking across campus after
a particularly fierce ice storm, arms outstretched to grab the nearest passerby should the ice get the better of you.
However, this madness is worth it as long as you’re willing to give up some of your dignity to shuffle across the ice after the ball. Competition
among guys to get selected for this pick-a-date is rumored to be quite fierce during the weeks leading up to broomball. The fact that guys are
willing put themselves out there and call is a fairly decent indicator of the hype and bizarre reality surrounding broomball. Think of it as hockey
with tennis shoes instead of skates, a ball instead of a puck, and taped brooms instead of hockey sticks. Got that mental image? Good. That’s
what broomball is. The other important part of the tradition is, of course, the T-shirts you and your date wear to chapel the Monday after to
make everyone else wish they were as cool as you.
Broomball is something that I’ll remember for a long time, and those nights proved to be some of the best during my time at Taylor. Those
memories, along with a thousand others, color my time in English brightly and remind me how incredibly blessed and thankful I am for my
time there.

Turtle Lovin’ Tattoos
By Josh Kennedy

A&E Editor
*The following story is a true story – only the names have been changed to protect the ... innocent?
“You got it where?!” I said with a look of utter surprise on my face. That brief moment in time forever began a transformation deep within my
soul. The English girls I once knew and loved, not just for their delicious cookies and riveting games of Catch Phrase, but for their sweetness
and innocence, have set my boyish grin spinning, confused.
Curious? I thought so. Let’s go back ...
It was a Monday night; I was sitting at my perch behind the library desk, checking freshman athletes into Zondervan’s study table program.
As I awaited the arrival of my co-worker, sophomore Erin Callahan*, I enjoyed a fresh Polar Pop from Handy Andy. When she arrived on the
scene—her face flushed because she was running slightly behind schedule—she began to talk at an enormously fast pace to some friends. Because it wasn’t directed towards me, I didn’t make an attempt to decipher the message.
Somewhere, woven into between the giggles and the “oh my goshes,” I managed to hear the words “tattoo” and “turtle.” Trying hard not to
blow my cover, but so intrigued by the vocabulary at hand, I ventured a slight turn of my head to the right. I no longer cared about the paper I
was writing—this was far more interesting. Apparently, Callahan and her roommate, sophomore Devin Frank*, decided to get matching turtle
tattoos on their ... part of one’s back on which one rests while sitting ... well, you know what I’m talking about.
Cue my line: “You got it where?!”
Is this a new trend sweeping the halls of our adored English? The roommates from Second Center claimed they got the tattoos in honor of
their friendship—and because they love turtles.
Have the women of English Hall always possessed this adventurous side, or has the genetic structure of these ladies changed, nay, morphed
into something new entirely?
Will the “English girl” stereotype be able to survive this revival? In addition to those getting tattoos in places of which we cannot speak, I’ve
heard tales and stories of night time adventures involving stealing hay from local farms to stuff scarecrows, Carmen Electra “aerobic” videos
and more.
I’ve developed a theory about English Hall and the women therein: My belief is that the whole “English girl” stereotype is played up in order
to hide their true identities. In fact, English Hall might very well keep this standard of thinking in place because if they’re found out, men might
actually date and marry English – something that might destroy the Taylor community. Of course, nobody would ever actually admit to this
being the case – to do so would result in consequences so dire, so desolate, so ominous, that the world as we know it would cease to exist.
Naturally, English girls are too sweet to ever let that happen to humanity ... or are they?
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MUSIC feature story

FREE MUSIC Need I say more?
By Josh Kennedy
A&E Editor

What would you say if I told you that
you could download music free and
legal? You’d probably slam your fist
down into your DC mashed potatoes
and intensely bellow, “Sir, I kindly
request that you stop your jabber and
relay to me information about where
I can find this hidden treasure!” The
secret? NoiseTrade.com. The catch?
There is none.
At Noise Trade, artists sign up for an
account, upload their music and create a customizable “widget” to post
anywhere online that supports HTML
code. Fans who wish to download the
music can choose one of two options:
pay their choice of price for the album,
or tell five friends about the artist and
get the music for free. It’s that simple.
Co-founded by singer-songwriter
David Webb, NoiseTrade.com opened
its doors in July of this year. In the

first two weeks of operation, the Web
site promoted and sold over 20,000
full albums of over two dozen artists.
Their philosophy? “Who needs peerto-peer when you can have artist-tofan?” Webb said. “If artists and fans
realized how they could help each oth-

artists. In 2006, Webb gave one of his
albums away for free online in return
for nothing more than a little information. 80,000 downloads later, he is
now selling out concerts and has seen
an increase in album sales.
Radiohead also saw similar
re-

amount you can pay is $1. Let’s say
only 10 percent of fans decide to pay
for an album. After 20,000 downloads, that album has made $1,250
and the only thing the artist did was
upload it to NoiseTrade.com. The fans
do the rest. With free downloading

Fans can download entire albums for free, or pay whatever they want on NoiseTrade.com

er and started making direct connections, without a middleman, the whole
industry would change overnight. It
would start a revolution.”
This opportunity opens a wide variety of doors for both the fans and the

sults with the release of their album,
“In Rainbows,” in 2007. Radiohead
found that approximately 35 percent
of people actually paid something for
their album, roughly $6 on average.
On NoiseTrade.com, the minimum

Image courtesy of NoiseTrade.com

fans refer the music to their friends,
independent artists are able to reach
audiences unachievable before – entirely without the help of the record
company.
NoiseTrade.com doesn’t offer their

services for free, however. They charge
a one-time sign-up fee of $250, which
gets musicians an account and their
first 20,000 downloads, of which the
artists receive 90 percent of the profit
made. After their first 20,000, artists
can choose to pay $75 for every 5,000
downloads after. Not a bad deal, considering if every fan pays at least $1.
To make things simpler, NoiseTrade.
com partnered with PayPal to easily transfer funds to and from artists.
Musicians never have to deal directly
with fees – it’s all automated.
Is this the future of the music industry? Artists have progressively taken
back control over their music. While
motifs like NoiseTrade.com thrive
under the predominantly indie-folk
scenes and quietly build up large followings, Top 40/pop music is still
churned out like Wonka’s candies –
but they’re no Everlasting Gobstopper.

MOVIES feature story

“Eagle” puts Hollywood’s “Eye” on Shia
By Andrew Neel
Co-Editor in Chief

Shia LaBeouf is quickly becoming
Steven Spielberg’s new golden child.
Replace Harrison Ford with Billy Bob
Thorton, swap out aliens for an evil robot and switch Indiana Jones lore with
a blatant rip-off of several sci-fi/action
films and you’ve got Shia’s latest flick
with Spielberg’s name attached: “Eagle
Eye.”
Although Shia doesn’t play Indiana
Jones’ long lost son in “Eagle Eye,”
he continues his trend of playing the
same disillusioned yet somehow confident character he has portrayed since
“Disturbia.”
It could be argued that “Eagle Eye” is
Shia’s first stand-alone role in a widerelease film, since he doesn’t have the
branding of Transformers or Indiana
Jones to back him in this action thriller, and because “Disturbia” relied more
heavily on its story line and connection
to “Rear Window” than it did on Shia.
Regardless, it’s clear that Spielberg’s
role as an executive producer of “Eagle
Eye” shows he has a lot of confidence
in Shia, as he also produced “Transformers” and directed “Indiana Jones
and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull.”
In “Eagle Eye,” Shia portrays Jerry

Shaw, an unsuccessful copy boy with
the same fast-talking nervous bravado
as Sam Witwicky and Mutt Williams.
After a trip home to attend the funeral of his twin brother, Shaw returns to
his apartment to discover that it is full
of military-grade weapons.
He instantly receives a phone call

telling him to flee the premises because the FBI will be coming in 30
seconds. When he doesn’t take the advice of the mysterious caller, he is soon
apprehended by the authorities and
taken to a government building to be
interrogated.
A series of fortunate events results in

Shaw’s escape, as he takes directions
from the mysterious caller to evade
his pursuers. Whenever he hangs up
the phone or disobeys instructions,
however, Shaw is quickly reminded
just how much power the voice on the
other end of the line has, as no location seems to be out of the reach of the

“Eagle Eye” is rated PG-13 for intense sequences of action, violence and for language.

Photo courtesy of eagleeyemovie.com

caller’s influence.
Shaw’s path fleeing from the FBI
puts him into contact with Rachel Holloman (Michelle Monaghan, “Made of
Honor”), another person who is taking
instructions over the phone.
Together, the two go on a fast-paced
journey around the country following
directions from the cryptic caller in
order to avoid apprehension as they
complete several seemingly unrelated
tasks.
In other words, the movie is a giant
chase scene, as the characters and the
audience never get to take a breath.
That fast-paced style wouldn’t be a
problem if it weren’t for the fact that
both the individual elements of the
chase scenes and the overarching plot
have been clearly borrowed from other
movies. At times, it felt like watching
a version of “I, Robot” where Shia was
portaying the lead “kid who was in way
over his head” instead of the tertiary
“kid who was in way over his head.”
If you’re in the mood for watching
an intense action movie and you want
to see Shia’s rising star, “Eagle Eye”
might be worth a look. Of course, if
those are your criteria, you’d be better
off renting “Transformers.”
Moive Rating: 6 out of 10.

ENTERTAINMENT feature story

BRAND NEW
rocks Indy
By Andrew Lehr
Contributor

You should know this about me before I start to write this review: I try
to appear more educated in musical
knowledge than I actually am. I may
know loads of bands, be able to quote
song lyrics off the top of my head and
understand music pretty well; however, I know very little when it comes to
the musical world that exists outside of
a small metallic CD.
My first concert: dc Talk. Second was
a Relient K concert my freshmen year.
Of course I’ve been to small shows and
clubs where there has been live music,
but I’ve only been to a couple of real,
fully-fledged concerts. Don’t judge me.
But I do want to reassure you that I
know what I’m talking about when it
comes to music.
This past Friday, however, I did attend the Brand New concert down in
Indy with a few friends and multiple

hoards of people I’ve never met before
and probably won’t see again. Eventually, I would be closer to these people
than I have been with even some of my
closest friends. I do have to brag a little
bit before I get to the review.
As we stood in line waiting for the
doors to open, a security guard walked
past saying that early admittance tickets were now being allowed inside
the venue. We would recognize these
highly-sought after tickets if they were
colored red on both ends, said the
man. I held up my ticket cautiously
and asked, “Like this one?” With a
simple nod, the security guard and I
became best friends. We walked right
up to the stage, and I was so close that
I could see the sweat of the lead singer
of opening band The Builders and the
Butchers. That made my night.
The Builders and the Butchers
sounded like a mix between Nickel
Creek and The Decemberists. One of
the two drummers was practically a

Arts & Entertainment

one-man band himself as he played
the bass drum, a kazoo/piano instrument, the trumpet and the keyboard.
He probably could’ve played the harp
too, but I figure he just left it at home.
After a few songs, I was impressed by
their music and in a pleasant mood going into the main event.
Then Brand New came out. Suddenly, my arms were in the back of my
friend Kyle, I was closer to Sam Edgin
than I had ever anticipated, and someone’s un-deodorized arm was in front
of my face. I screamed in elation along
with the rest of the crowd, and sang as
loud as I could to the opening songs
of “Tatou” and “Sic Transit Gloria.” I
swayed with the crowd (mainly because I had little choice), pulled a girl
out from the crowd to save her from
getting trampled and eventually fought
my way back to the sound booth.
I figured that I would put my ticket
to good use by actually listening to the
concert instead of trying to avoid losing a limb (okay, that’s a slight exaggeration, but seriously, it was crazy). It
was so crazy, in fact, that in the middle
of Brand New’s set, the paramedics
were called in to rescue some poor girl
from the floor of the concert hall.
In the rear of the room, where I could
actually focus on the music, I was inordinately pleased by the musical meanderings of Brand New. They played

a healthy mix of old songs from their
first album, a great selection from their
second and not nearly enough from
their third. Lead singer Jesse Lacey is
an amazing singer and has excellent
stage presence.
For their last song, they used both
their regular drummer and a backup
drummer, who both played in sync
flawlessly, which added a great dy-

namic to the song “Degausser.” Understandably, the concert had to end
eventually, but the finale was excellent
and a phenomenal end to an amazing
set. I walked out of the venue with a
slight pain in my legs from standing in
the overwhelming crowd, but a smile
on my face and a song in my heart,
quite literally. Overall, Brand New’s
concert: a mosh-pit of greatness.
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The War on Terror: how it looks and what’s still to come

By Bliss Barber
Columnist
Well, you can’t see Iraq from Alaska, but don’t tell that to Sarah Palin.
Whether or not a nation is visible
from her homeland, the governor’s
threshold for “experience” in foreign
policy would surely preclude her from
any meaningful diplomacy abroad.
Still, the great debacle we know
as “Iraq” is precisely what the next
president of the United States will
face upon assuming office. The legacy
of the Bush administration has dyed
Americans in the vat of imperialist
snobbery and made America itself the
political punching bag of the entire
world. Bush will go down in infamy
as a wartime leader given to paranoid
preemption and rash unilateralism.
Whether or not America should
have invaded Iraq in the first place
is no longer the dominant concern.
The war itself has lost prominence
as an election issue, partly because
both candidates are now proposing
troop withdrawals and partly because
citizens and political leaders alike are
suffering with Iraq war fatigue.
Surprisingly enough, there is not a
great deal of difference between McCain and Obama in handling Iraq.

Obama wants to spend $5 billion over
the next three years on forging a new
international intelligence and law
enforcement infrastructure to topple
terrorist networks in Asia and Africa.
A portion of this money would be directed towards the training of foreign
police officers in the techniques of
community policing recently implemented in the U.S. McCain has called
for a “deployable police presence” to
train foreign police to counter Islamic
extremists and also advocates a new
civil-military agency reminiscent of
the World War II-era Office of Strategic Services to infiltrate terrorist
networks.
McCain suggests that Obama’s model is the same strategy favored by the
Clinton administration in the 1990s;
Obama alleges that McCain’s plan is
fixated on military power. McCain regards the conflict as central to a war
with Islamic terrorists; Obama views
Iraq as a distraction from a larger focus, the epicenter of which is Afghanistan.
Still, both candidates called for the
closure of Guantanamo Bay, Cuba;
both cast congressional votes in favor of wireless surveillance, and both
emphasized the necessity of a comprehensive approach to defeating
jihadism — intelligence, diplomacy,
economic assistance and military
power. McCain has said he could support withdrawal over 16 months —
Obama’s timetable — provided “conditions” were right; Obama said he
would “adapt” his withdrawal timeline
should “things drastically worsen as
we’re drawing on.” Both would leave

a residual U.S. force in Iraq.
The one advantage claimed by the
McCain camp is the seeming success
of the military surge in Iraq. But placing 30,000 additional troops in Iraq
would naturally see an improvement
in security — the issue is whether or
not 30,000 additional troops ought to
be placed in Iraq. This on top of other
important factors, like the Shiite militia cease-fire and the Sunni rejection of al-Qaida in Iraq, which also
contribute to a reduction in violence.
The one aspect that sets Obama apart
is his focus on Afghanistan. Don’t tell
Sarah Palin, but you can’t see that
from Alaska, either.

By Brandon Myers
Columnist
Have any of us heard much about
the War on Terror in the last five or
six months?
Aside from a number of civilian or
military casualties, even significant
progress seems to have been overlooked or ignored by the mainstream
media. Yet in July 2008, the London
Times reported that “American and
Iraqi forces are driving al-Qaeda in
Iraq out of its last redoubt in the north
of the country in the culmination of

one of the most spectacular victories
of the War on Terror.”
John McCain mentioned during the
debate last Friday that the surge was a
success. Among other things, al-Qaeda
in the north was described as “a group
that has been reduced to hit-and-run
attacks.” A report to the defense department in March 2008 stated that
terrorist attacks were down by more
than 60 percent, with a 90 percent reduction in the Anbar Province (west
Iraq), which in the past has a been a
breeding ground for terrorist attacks.
Dexter Filkins, a top war correspondent who has spent extensive time in
Iraq and Afghanistan, stated that he
thinks Iraq has stabilized.
If by “success,” McCain meant the
above list plus the fact that Saddam
Hussein — arguably the most ruthless
dictator in the last quarter century —
has been removed from power, then
he is correct. Even still, it would seem
that tremendous progress is a more
accurate description for what has
been happening in Iraq.
This progress, no doubt, comes at
an immense price. The casualties of
the War in Iraq thus far: 4,176 U.S.
soldier deaths, tens of thousands
wounded and around 80,000 Iraqis
that have lost their lives. Many have
suggested that the U.S. position in the
world has been weakened and that
significant alliances have been damaged. According to one estimate by

the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office in late 2007, we may spend
over $1 trillion on the war when all is
said and done.
On Sept. 16, 2008, Gen. David Petraeus passed on his duties as commanding general of the Multi-National Force in Iraq after spending 48
months there. His replacement, Gen.
Ray Odierno, who was the No. 2 behind Petraeus, has acknowledged the
great work still ahead in this bitter
War on Terror. Petraeus will become
the commander of the military’s central command and will oversee operations in Afghanistan. We owe our
supreme gratitude to him and all of
the troops for their sacrifice to fight
against the terrorists who orchestrated the sadistic attacks of 9/11 and
many other atrocities.
There are great reasons to be optimistic about the war efforts, despite
the shift to Afghanistan and the unfinished work in Iraq. We will begin
another stage of severe fighting and
there will be continued reports of violence. However, we ought to remember the sacrifices made by soldiers
and the decisions made by President
Bush and many others (Republican
and Democrat) to remain steadfast in
the war on terror. Together they have
made it possible for us to be safe and
prevent another 9/11 from happening
not just in the United States, but other
places in the world.

Fer Serious World

The evolution of YouTube
By Andrew Neel
Co-Editor in Chief
Hey (hey), you (you), I don’t like
your music video.
In case you didn’t see it on your
WENS alert from Taylor, I thought I
should let you know that YouTube recently witnessed two milestones: Avril Lavigne’s “Girlfriend” music video
and “The Evolution of Dance” video
both passed 100 million views.
While I could spend hours ranting about how “Girlfriend” unjustly
passed “Evolution” by using auto page
refreshers to boost view counts, I will
instead focus on what I consider to be
the most alarming part of this milestone: “Girlfriend” was viewed more
than 100 million times – I’ll give you
a minute to let that sink in. You appalled now? Perfect.
Allow me to throw some numbers at
you to put that view count into perspective: If we assume that the 3 minute, 48 second long video was viewed
in its entirety 100 million times (a low
estimate based on its current view
count), that means about 725 years of
human existence were spent watching
Avril express her dissatisfaction with

our choice for a romantic partner.
That’s 725 years that could’ve been
spent researching alternative fuels,
ending world hunger or watching
much more deserving videos on YouTube, like Stephen Colbert’s roast of
President Bush at the 2006 White
House Correspondent’s Dinner or
that dramatic-looking hamster/prairie dog.
I’m certainly not trying to bash YouTube or imply that I don’t succumb to
the viral video madness; I’ve boosted
the view count for “Chocolate Rain”
as much as Tay Zonday’s publicist.
But I do think this milestone should
cause us to take a step back and realize just how much time we spend on
YouTube.
A quick glance at YouTube’s Most
Viewed (All Time) list reveals that
there are 18 videos with more than 50
million views, and most of them are
about as worthwhile as “Girlfriend.”
For example, did you know that more
than 350 years of human life have
been taken up by viewing “Crank Dat
Soulja Boy Spongebob?”
Doesn’t that worry anybody else?
Shouldn’t it bother us that the majority of college students (myself in-

cluded) have probably spent more
time watching Charlie bite his older
brother’s finger than they have researching the $700 billion bailout
plan currently being discussed in
Washington, D.C.?
Before you all rush to record video
blogs condemning me as a fun-hating
heretic, keep in mind that I’m not
advocating a YouTube fast or a viral
video diet. I’m simply suggesting that
we, as a generation, could benefit by
practicing a little more discernment
in how we spend our time. Instead
of watching “Daft Hands” four times,
maybe you should watch it once and
spend the extra time catching up on
world news. Rather than watching the
sequel to Charlie the Unicorn’s epic
quest to the Candy Mountain, perhaps
you could spend five minutes brainstorming ideas for a creative video of
your own.
Whether you cut back on your YouTube viewing or not, just remember
that our lives are short and we should
take advantage of the time we have.
And whatever you do, don’t watch
“Girlfriend” anymore – that has already wasted enough human life as it
is.

letters to the editor
Last week’s Echo contained a quality letter to the editor about Obama
and Biden’s stances on abortion. The
author of this letter claimed he was
voting for the single issue of pro-life
in the coming election. Essentially,
he is voting anti-abortion.
Most people today who say they
are pro-life make the mistake of only
taking the sanctity of life to mean
standing against abortion. Most
“pro-lifers” miss a significant part
of the holistic view on the sanctity of
life. If one is pro-life, shouldn’t that
mean they are pro-health care for
the 47 million people in the United
States without it, that they are for
policies to help end poverty and
homelessness, that they are against
capital punishment and that they are
anti-abortion? Some would even argue that the pro-life platform should

include being anti-war. To say that
one is pro-life has to take into account all arenas of life, not just unborn life.
I realize that people will vote for
one issue (it is a reality that no party
will completely satisfy one’s views),
but I write today to challenge those
that are voting for the life inside of
the womb only and not seeing need
for sanctity of life for those that are
already born.
The pro-life argument needs to be
expounded to encompass a wider
view. So what can we do? We can
work for the betterment of life for
all people and look at more than
just one part of a bigger issue, and
inspect the candidates for how their
policies will better the United States
and the rest of the world.
Bryant Crubaugh

By Kristen Goetz
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Brother-sister duo wins ITA Tourney in a ﬁrst for Taylor
By Carrie Bragg
Sports Editor

When their father ﬁrst introduced
them to tennis at the ages of seven
and eight, Felipe and Germania Bedon
played to appease him, but it wasn’t
until years later that the two current
number one singles players truly found
a love for the sport.
Now a sophomore, Felipe ranked in
the top 20 in the nation while in high
school at Ibarra, Ecuador. It was then
that he began to love tennis. Germania, a freshman, had consistently been
ranked in the top 5 during high school,
but had felt for a long time that tennis
was “boring” until she came to play
for Taylor. College, she said, made her
love it.
Felipe had been headed for Ball
State when TU Head Coach Don Taylor asked to see him play, and just as
Coach Taylor approved of Felipe, Felipe loved what he saw of TU’s campus.
A year later, originally bound for Indiana Wesleyan University, Germania
chose to come to Taylor in part due
to Felipe’s presence here. Her choice
to follow in the footsteps of her older
brother was a decision that comforted
both Germania’s father and Felipe.
“If she had gone to IWU ... Oh man,
that would be terrible,” Felipe said.
“Everyone would hate me!”
Luckily for Felipe and for the Taylor
tennis program as a whole, both Bedon
siblings settled into their teams at Taylor and have led their teammates to
winning records this year. The Bedons
also made history at the Intercollegiate
Tennis Association (ITA) Midwest
Championship Tournament hosted by
Cedarville on Sept. 20.
The Bedons became the ﬁrst Taylor
men and women to win the championship bracket of the tourney. Germania,
who sailed through the contest without
losing a single set, had been considerably nervous in the days preceding Cedarville. Teammate Susanne Johnson,
who served as Germania’s doubles
partner before suffering a fracture,
had made sure to talk her partner up
before the big weekend.
“(Susanne) is great,” Germania said.
“We are so close that she can say some-

Football
(1-3, 0-1)

contributor

Entering the sixth week of the college football season, the landscape of
the NCAA is a bit unstable. With then
top-ranked USC’s stunning loss to
Oregon State, Alabama’s victory over
#3 Georgia, and Mississippi’s 31-30
shocker over #4 Florida, three consensus top ﬁve teams went down, and positions are left for the taking at the top
of the national rankings.
While Alabama was ranked #8 when
they faced the Bulldogs, their 31-0
lead at half time proved they had the
explosiveness to compete in the SEC.
The upset in Florida started with a
blocked extra point late in the fourth,
leaving the Gators down by one. Amazingly, they still got another chance to
drive for the win, but defending Heisman winner Tim Tebow was stuffed on

(Women, 4th of 14 at Little State)
Upcoming meets:
10 a.m. Sat at IWU Invitational

Volleyball

(17-6, 4-0)
Best of the Best Challenge:
L, 2-3 vs. Lindenwood
W, 3-1 vs. Cedarville
W, 3-2 vs. St. Francis (IL)
L, 1-3 vs. Olivet Nazarene
W, 3-1 at Bethel*
Upcoming games:
7 p.m. Tues at IWU*
Photo by Timmy Huynh

thing to me when I’m down, and it will
pull me up so fast.”
According to Germania, Susanne’s
presence at the tournament played a
role in her winning the championship
bracket just 20 minutes before her
brother pulled off his victory over Indiana Wesleyan’s Matt Pedersen.
As soon as she’d won, Germania
ran to watch the remainder of Felipe’s
championship match. Felipe, who’d
realized his sister’s win in the middle
of his own match, was struggling in a
second set that he’d prepared for all
season.
“I wanted the tournament so bad ... I
knew I was going to play (Pedersen) in
the ﬁnal,” he said. “It was a really tough
match. He was playing unbelievable.”
Coach Taylor encourages his players
to perform mental exercises that will
assist them in pressure situations. Fe-

a fourth-and-one run, effectively sealing Florida’s fate.
Though the offense posted high
statistics, the Gators were just 1-11 on
third down and committed three turnovers. Someone other than there star
players like Telbow must step up on
the offensive side of the ball, especially
when Florida’s schedule picks up ins to
play the best defenses in the SEC (LSU
looms two weeks).
USC, riding high after a prime-time
trouncing of Ohio State, perhaps overlooked the 1-2 Beavers. Oregon State
running back Jacquizz Rodgers piled
up 186 yards rushing against a defense
featuring at least three future draft
picks.
I’ll be the ﬁrst to admit, I thought
USC was unbeatable. Like Florida
though, USC was poor on third down
(2-10) and coughed up the ball twice.
The common theme seems to be this:

Athlete of the Week: Hilary

lipe expressed gratitude for these exercises, but Coach Taylor gives credit to
Felipe’s perseverance.
“Felipe is ... one of the toughest
competitors that I have ever been associated with – he never gives up,” he
said.
Fellow teammate Bryce Perkins appreciated Felipe’s determination during the championship match.
“It was especially exciting to cheer
and watch Felipe pull off his win at the
ITA because I felt that he deserved it,
and I knew that he had the potential to
take the title.”
Germania, who came from her win
jumping with excitement, also cheered
for Felipe.
“I was scared (watching Felipe) because the second set was really tough;
I thought he was going to lose a set,”
she said. “When I see him play I get

execution trumps athleticism on the
biggest of stages.
So who are the teams to beat now?
Personally, I believe USC is still may be
the best team in the country. Thanks to
a weak Pac-10, USC is a virtual lock for
the Rose Bowl.
The SEC features several teams who
could contend but it’s not likely any
will emerge unscathed from brutal
conference play.
The Big Ten and ACC feature no
contenders, period. This leaves the Big
12 as the conference poised to beneﬁt
from the shakeup at the top.
Oklahoma has already moved into
the top spot while Missouri and Texas
are also looking strong. Check back in
a month though, because Big 12 conference play starts this week so it’s a
long shot that any of these teams will
go into bowl season without a blemish
on their record.

Pederson

Sport: Women’s Cross Country
Year: Junior
Residence: English Hall
Hometown: Wheaton, IL
Siblings: 1 sister & 3 brothers
Favorite color: GREEN!
Favorite food: Sweet potatoes
Most embarrassing moment: There was the time I called Blake ‘Lake’
and Patty ‘Panty’. Apparently I sometimes have issues getting names
straight.
Greatest accomplishment: Athletically would be qualifying for the
marathon at nationals my freshman year.
Favorite scripture: Psalm 142:3: “When my spirit grows faint within me,
it is you who knows my way.”
Favorite book: The Bible, The Lord of the Rings & The Chronicles of
Narnia.
If you were an animal, which would you be and why? A horse or
a bird, because they just seem to do so well what they were meant to, and
seem to be so free.
Hidden talents: I can put my leg behind my head. I don’t think thats really talent, though.
Hobbies: Reading, tree-climbing, hanging out with friends, and baking.

Hidden talents:
Photo by Katy Andres

Sports

Soccer

(Women, 7-3, 0-1)
L, 2-0 at IWU*
W, 1-0 at Urbana
Upcoming games:
1 p.m. Sat vs. Spring Arbor*
4 p.m. Wed vs. Grace*

Key losses open the ﬁeld for NCAA football
By Jake Sittler

(Men, 6th of 15 at Little State)
Upcoming meets:
10:45 a.m. Sat at IWU invitational

(Men, 4-8, 1-1)
W, 1-0 at Marian*
Upcoming games:
2 p.m. Sat at Huntington*
4 p.m. Tues at St. Francis*

Germania and Felipe Bedon will compete in Nationals together on Oct. 18.

“I can put my leg behind my head.”

Cross Country

L, 10-13 at William Penn
Upcoming games:
2 p.m. Sat at Urbana*

nervous.”
On the contrary, Felipe watches his
sister play with little anxiety.
“I don’t get nervous watching her,
because she always wins – especially
here!” he said.
This particular win for Felipe ended
in an embrace between the siblings
as they shared the excitement of each
other’s victory.
“It was just so great, “Felipe said.
“The ﬁrst thing I thought was just,
‘Thank God.’”
Women’s tennis Head Coach Dara
Syswerda feels blessed to have Germania as a part of the “great group of girls
already on the team.”
“Germania is an amazing tennis
player, and we are so thankful for the
many miracles God performed to allow
her to be a part of the team,” she said.
“We not only appreciate her skills on
the court, but her heart and personality have been a wonderful addition.”

Tennis

(Men, 7-2, 5-1)
W, 5-4 at Huntington*
W, 8-1 vs. Marian*
Upcoming matches:
10 a.m. Sat vs. Indianapolis
1 p.m. Thurs at
MCC Tournament (IWU)
(Women, 11-1, 7-1)
W, 5-4 at Huntington*
W, 8-1 vs. St. Francis
W, 5-4 vs. Marian*
Upcoming matches:
9 a.m. Thurs at
MCC Tournament (IWU)

* denotes MCC match
(home games indicated in bold)

The Bedons look forward with humility and enthusiasm as they approach Oct. 18, when they will travel to
Mobile, Alabama for Nationals.
“This experience has been very humbling,” Felipe said. “I couldn’t have
done it without the guys. It’s deﬁnitely
a shared victory.”
“I’m so excited to go (to Nationals)!”
Germania said. “I’m pumped!”
The competitors Germania and Felipe will face at Nationals are yet to be
determined. The tournament will consist of two groups of four individuals
each and will be played in round robin
form. Individuals within each group
will be ranked based on their play and
the seeds will face each other when the
two groups converge.
As for the Bedons’ teammates and
supporters, Johnson attempted to
speak for them with a cheer of encouragement: “Vamos, Germania and Felipe!” she said.

Trojans face shut out at IWU

Photo by Katy Andres

Sophomore Rachel Kiely goes for the steal in Tuesday’s game against IWU.

By Jake Bragg
Contributor

he Taylor women’s soccer team traveled to Marion on Tuesday riding a six
game winning streak, feeling conﬁdent
they could knock off the favored Indiana Wesleyan Wildcats. Unfortunately, the Trojans (6-3-0, 0-1) couldn’t
pull off the upset, falling just short in
a 2-0 loss.
The match started slowly, as the
county and conference rivals cautiously tried to establish their own pace in
the match. The Wildcats (6-1-0, 2-0)
broke through in the 25th minute,
when Kristin Perrine latched onto the
end of an excellent pass from Suzy
Miesse to put the home team in front.
From there, the scoring chances
were few and far between until the
88th minute, when the Wildcats’ Becca Matthews deﬂected home the insurance goal.
Despite the loss, the Trojans chose
to focus on the positives.
“Reﬂecting on (Tuesday’s) contest,
I think it is evident that if we play to
our full potential we can beat anyone,”

senior midﬁelder and defender Jillian
Burkhart said. “We simply rushed our
game (Tuesday).”
Goalkeeper Shawna Lane shared a
positive attitude.
“I walked off the ﬁeld proud of the
way my team faced our rivals,” she
said. “We now just need to continue
to improve on our technique and approach.”
Despite being shut out for only the
second time this season, the Trojans
did have opportunities to level the
scoring. Late in the ﬁrst half, a strong
ball tackle in IWU’s penalty area created a potential penalty kick opportunity, but the referee deemed the tackle
as legal, and the opportunity was lost.
Later, sophomore midﬁelder Karen
Cleary was able to get onto the end of a
cross late in the second half, only to see
her header agonizingly sail just over
the crossbar. In all, the Trojans managed just one shot on goal compared to
the Wildcats’ ﬁve.
The Trojans look to get back on track
at home against conference foe Spring
Arbor Saturday afternoon at 1 p.m.

